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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Erickson. 

Erickson shows, figure 2, a centrally coordinated communication systems with 
multiple broadcast data objects and response tracking. The system has databases 24, 
34, and 36 (one or more document repositories). Database 24 (global content directory) 
includes classes (30) with a class and product hierarchy. Buyers, sellers, class, and 
product all interrelated and cross-referenced. Databases use field identifiers or 
"pointers". Server 50, "Database access/update processing" acts as a search interface 
(see "info request" 56), a security interface (access decrypt, also note that portions of 
transactional documents are released at times denoting access levels) and an 
intelligence module (update, reissue). Note column 8, line 18 where a predefined 
(standard) set of information is used. Note column 7, line 63 where a selected (unique) 
set of information is used. From the bottom of column 2 and top of column 3, "the 
system and method of the present invention utilize a service provider that maintains a 
database of information about various buyers, suppliers, products, and services. All 
these may be grouped by classifications and/or products or product lines." By 
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maintaining databases the reference shows that this information saved in the database 
is used (reissued) for a current (first) transaction and future (second) transaction. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 12/26/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant asserts that the prior does not store transactional user documents. 
The examiner does not concur. Applicant is reading limitations into the claim that do not 
exist. First, the term "transactional user document" does not exist in applicant's 
specification, so there is no special definition for this term. The prior art shows 
database fields, which store information about buyers, suppliers, products and services. 
Each database entry constitutes a document. Buyers and suppliers are related to users 
in a transaction. As for applicant concern for the term "database entry", an "entry" is a 
database record or data in a field or a user document 

The examiner asserts that updating the cross-referenced database with current 
buyer information is "associated with" a second transaction. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Cuff whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6778. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 to 5:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ryan Zeender can be reached on (571) 272-6790. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Michael Cuff/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3627 



